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Aborada Special Education Public School has been participating for 
some years in different innovation and collaboration projects 

with other institutions. 

Introducing symbols and/or commercial pictograms implied 
unaffordable expenses and the loss of free software identity of the 

developed applications. 

Design, elaboration and testing of technical aids under the premise of free 
software. 

Tico Project Comunica Project 



ARASAAC originated as a collaboration project financed and 
coordinated by … 

CATEDU 

… and with the participation of C.P.E.E. Alborada, 
… 

CPEE ALBORADA 

… and all of you... … our kids ... 



… the most strict and demanding pictograms’ testers. 





ARASAAC  offers a wide catalog of resources and tools that allows 
the development of work methodologies and specific activities for 

the intervention with people with ASD. 

Pictograms and methodology in ASD (I) 

People with Autism Spectrum Disorders especially benefit from the 
visual channel, which becomes their preferred means to obtain 

information of the environment.   



Anticipation and planning (II) 

The pictograms are used to create agendas of activities which help 
to structure the time and activities, foreseeing what will happen.  



Spatial orientation  (III) 

The pictographic signposting of concrete places in the close 
environment of the person with ASD makes him or her cope with the 

context with more autonomy. 
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Elevator 



Functional Communication  (IV) 

In many occasions, we find people with ASD and associated Mental 
Retardation  who require an Alternative and/or Augmentative 

Communication System.  

PECs                
(Picture Exchange 

Communication System)  

Communicators    
(CPA, TICO, INTIC, …) 

Boards of 
Communication  



Behavioral intervention  (V) 

The use of images and pictograms to produce social stories helps 
the person to understand what behavior is expected from them at 

each moment. 

Improvement of the emotional and behavioral self-control skills. 



Social understanding and tasks  (VI) 

Social scripts and the deconstruction of situations into different steps 
with images and pictograms are two techniques frequently used with 

people with ASD.  

The use of pictograms allows the adaptation of textbooks and 
worksheets, eliminating the obstacles sometimes reading and writing 

mean and permitting an improvement in comprehension and an 
increase in the integration in the socio-educative environment.  



ARASAAC is a language with its own idiosyncrasy. 



ARASAAC is an “alive language” which evolves with its use. 



 From the very beginning, the Departament of Education was 
receptive to the needs expressed by TICO and Vocaliza and to the fact 
that many people required a pictographic system to communicate and that 
had to be a universal right they could use without additional expenses. 
Therefore, the Department decided to elaborate their own pictographic 
system, supported by Creative Commons license, which was universally 
and freely accessible.  

 
 
 
 The resources offered in the web (pictograms,images or videos), as well as 

the materials elaborated from them, are published under Creative 
Commons Licence, authorising their use for non-profitable aims if the 
source and author are mentioned and they are shared subjected to the 
same licence.   
Autor pictogramas: Sergio Palao Procedencia: ARASAAC (http://catedu.es/arasaac/) Licencia: CC (BY-NC-SA)  

Autor videos LSE: Fundación ASZA  Procedencia: ARASAAC (http://catedu.es/arasaac/) Licencia: CC (BY-NC-SA)  

A little bit of history: the la “voz en off”. 



In order to offer new ways of communication and diffusion of 
the project, we create a blog and a Twitter account. 

http://twitter.com/arasaac 

http://blog.arasaac.org 



• Spanish dictionary  (RAE) and translations (15 languages). 
• Catalogs (pictograms, real photos, pictures and videos in LSE) 
• Packages to download pictograms in 11 languages. 
• 6 online tools. 
• Catalog of materials. 
• Information related to Augmentative Communication (software, 

bibliography, links,…). 
• Information related to LSE. 
• Diffusion of the collaborations and examples of ARASAAC’s use. 

What does ARASAAC’s portal offer? 



+ 11000 black and white pictograms 

+ 1500 pictures 

Catalogs of pictograms and pictures 

+13000 color pictograms 



+4100 Spanish Sign Languages videos 

+4100 Spanish Sign Language pictures 

The Portal has a specific section with information about  Spanish Sign 
Language (LSE) 

Catalogs of LSE videos and pictures 



Spoken Phrases in 11 languages 

The use of phrases or idioms allows us to elaborate different multimedia 
materials  for augmentative communication and  linguistic immersion of the 

users of other countries.  



Spanish, English, French, Catalan, Galician, Basque, German, Italian, Portuguese and 
Brazilian Portuguese 

Packages to download 



Online Tools 

The tools available allow us to create different resources and materials for 
users requiring an augmentative and alternative communication system.  



Tools: animations maker 

It allows us to create animations in gif or swf format to insert them in 
presentations, webpages or blogs.  



Tools: animations maker 



Toolss: symbols creator 

It allows us to modify the appearance and to translate the pictograms  to 
14 languages.  



It allows us to create phrases with the pictograms  as a word processor. 

Tools: phrase maker 



Tools: schedule generator 

It allows us to elaborate schedules and routines for a group or a user. 



Tools: schedule generator 



Herramientas: generador calendarios 

It allows us to create calendars with remarkable activities and events. 

Tools: calendar generator 



Herramientas: generador calendarios Tools: calendar generator 



Tools: boards generator 

It allows us to generate boards of communication with different settings. 



+ 6000 actividades 

Materials: basic search 

+ 463 apartados de materiales 

• The materials are elaborated and shared by the users of the portal. 

• They are the real “heart” of the portal.  

• They are constantly growing.  

• They have the same licence as the pictograms. 



Materials: advanced search 

 It allows us to carry out a more concrete search. 



Materials: descriptive card 



Materials: materials elaborated by users 



Materials: elaborated by ARASAAC’s team 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for PC (I) 

http://www.proyectotico.com 



http://www.vocaliza.es 

Software que usa pictos de ARASAAC  para PC (I) Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for PC (II) 



Software que usa pictos de ARASAAC  para PC (I) Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for PC (III) 

Vocaliza on line 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for PC (III) 

http://www.proyectotico.com/wiki/index.php/Inicio 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for PC (III) 

New functionalities 

Conjugation in other 
languages 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for PC (IV) 

http://pecsforall.com 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for PC (V) 

http://fundacionorange.es/emintza.html 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for PC (VI) 

http://devel.cpl.upc.edu/messengervisual/downloads/1 

http://www.intic.udc.es/ 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for DM (I) 

http://www.comunicadorcpa.com 

CPA for  iPod, iPhone, iPad. 



Software que usa pictos de ARASAAC para DM (I) 

http://www.comunicadorcpa.com 

C.P.A. para iPad C.P.A. para iPad C.P.A. para iPad C.P.A. para iPad 

http://www.comunicadorcpa.com 

C.P.A. para iPad 

Software que usa pictos de ARASAAC para DM (I) 

http://www.comunicadorcpa.com 

C.P.A. for iPad 

Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for DM (II) 

http://www.comunicadorcpa.com 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for DM (III) 

http://www.accegal.org 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for DM (III) 

http://www.accegal.org 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for DM (IV) 

http://scaut.ugr.es/picaa/  



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for DM (V) 

Current collaborations - Speech 



Software using ARASAAC’s pictos for Nintendo DS 

http://www.arconvoz.es 



Adaptación con pictogramas                             
de la                                 

Convención sobre los derechos 
de las personas con discapacidad 

Examples of use - Documents - CEAPAT 

The institutions are implementing the accessibility in communication 
by translating documents, such as the Convention on the rights 

of people with disabilities… 



Examples of use - Documents - CEAPAT 

… the adaptation to easy reading and pictograms of the Plan of 
Action for people with disabilities… 



Examples of use - Documents - FEAPS 

... and the adaptation of documents which guarantee full 
integration. 



Examples of use – Mass Media 

Mass media support initiatives favoring accessibility through the 
subtitling of news with pictograms. 

VII Journalistic Award “For the integration” - IMSERSO 



Examples of use – Mass Media 

Mass media support initiatives favoring accessibility through the 
subtitling of news with pictograms.  



Examples of use - Resources – Visual Planet 

“Visual Planet" expects to be a 
support resource when planning 

the educative intervention in 
autism.  



Guides which facilitate the access to leisure and culture. 

Examples of use – Didactic guides – CDAN -  



Ejemplos de uso Ejemplos de uso Ejemplos de uso Ejemplos de uso Ejemplos de uso Ejemplos de uso Examples of use - Signposting - CRMF Salamanca 

In each of the rooms a sheet is placed, which includes text in high 
contrast, text in Braille and pictogram of ARASAAC. 

202 sheets (5 floors) 



Examples of use – Signposting – Àuria Foundation 

Signposting of its rooms with text in high contrast, picture, text in 
Braille and pictogram of ARASAAC. 

Ground 

Elevator 

Rooms 



Signposting of the rooms in Málaga’s City Council and of the Local 
Offices with ARASAAC. 

Examples of use – Signposting – Málaga City Council 

P.I.E. O.M.A.C.s 

Communication books 



Signposting of the Electronic Information Posts of the Social Services 
of Málaga City Council with ARASAAC. 

Examples of use - Signposting – Málaga City Council 



Examples of use - Signposting - A Illa City Council 

Signposting of A Illa City Council rooms, thanks to the association 
Por Dereito. 



Examples of Use - UTAC – CACE Communicator 

UTAC-CACE Communicator : To provide a categorized vocabulary 
base for users of pictographic systems which allows them daily 
communication and language development. 



SAAC – UTAC Acknowledgement 

The acknowledgement as a pictographic system of communication by 
highly renowned professionals in the world of SAACs such as  Carme 

Basil, Emili Soro-Camats y Carme Russell. 





SAAC Acknowledgement– 14th Biennal 
ISAAC 

The acknowledgement as a system of augmentative and alternative 
communication by the International Society for Augmentative and 

Alternative Communication - ISAAC 



Web pages and blogs 

Entidades e Instituciones (UTAC, Fundación El Maresme, CEAPAT, etc.) 

Applications 

The  growth and strengthening of ARASAAC Portal is mainly due to the 
spread and collaboration… 

Entities and Institutions (Upper Polytechnic Centre of the University of Zaragoza, 
I3A, UTAC, El Maresme Foundation, CEAPAT, Association Paralysées de France, 

CRMF Salamanca, CDAN, Málaga City Council etc.) 

Scope and collaborations 



Blogs elaborated by professionals and families.  



Awards and aknowledgements 



http://arasaac.org 

arasaac@gmail.com 

http://twitter.com/arasaac 

http://blog.arasaac.org 


